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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1949 

7  o  the  Chairman  and  Members  oj  the  Morpeth  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1949. 

The  vital  statistics  indicate  that,  on  the  whole,  the  health  of  the  population  was  very  satisfactory  in 

1949. 


The  birth  rate  and  death  rate  were  both  slightly  better  than  in  1948  and  the  still-birth  rate  showed 
a  marked  reduction.  For  the  first  time  since  1939  the  Registrar  General  has  supplied  a  comparability  factor 
which  enables  a  Standard  Death  Rate  to  be  calculated.  This  indicates  the  death  rate  which  would  have 
occurred  if  the  age  and  sex  distribution  in  the  Morpeth  Rural  District  had  been  the  same  as  in  the  country 
as  a  whole,  and  shows  that  the  figure  in  the  Rural  District  would  be  lower  than  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was,  by  a  long  way,  the  lowest  on  record,  being  little  more  than  half 
the  rate  for  1948. 


The  Registrar  General  has  supplied  two  population  figures,  viz.,  a  total  population  of  18,190  and  a 
civilian  population  of  1  7,320.  It  is  the  civilian  population  which  has  been  used  for  the  calculation  of  all 
the  vital  statistics. 


The  only  regrettable  feature  was  the  increase  in  notifications  of  Tuberculosis,  which  were  double  those 
for  1948. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  were  five  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year. 


Notifiable  infectious  diseases  showed  a  low  coincidence,  and  the  fact  that  only  one  adult  and  not  a 
single  child  contracted  Diphtheria  is  particularly  gratifying. 

The  Enteric  Diseases  and  Infantile  Paralysis  remained  absent  throughout  the  year. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  given  to  the  Cambo  water 
supply  scheme  and  the  Longhorsley  water  supply  and  sewerage  schemes.  These  schemes,  when  completed, 
should  prove  of  great  benefit  to  the  communities  concerned. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like,  once  more,  to  express  my  thanks  to  members  of  the  Council  for  the 
consideration  shown  to  me  and  to  the  staffs  of  the  Health  and  other  Departments  of  the  Council  for  the 
assistance  I  have  received  from  them. 

I  am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

C.  B.  McGregor,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
Rural  District  of  Morpeth. 


July,  1950. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  MORPETH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  1949 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres 

... 

79,193 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 

Resident  Population  Mid- 1949... 

17,720 

Rateable  Value 

£64.805 

One  Penny  Rate  produces 

... 

.  £247 

-11-10 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1948)  ... 

VITAL  STATISTICS: 

Births  : 

4,600 

Live  Births : 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

306 

130 

156 

Illegitimate 

14 

•  ••  •••  s> 

7 

7 

320 

157 

163 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  population 

...  18.47 

Still  Births  : 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

6 

2 

4 

illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

6 

2 

4 

— — 

— 

— 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  (live  and  still)  Births 

...  18.4 

Rate  per 

1,000  of  the  population  ... 

...  0.35 

Deaths  : 

Total 

Male 

Female 

131 

f82 

69 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  population,  8.7. 
Comparability  factor  1  .09.  Standard  Death  Rate  9.48. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Short 
List)  :  — 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  Total 

(live  and  still)  births 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  — 

No.  30.  Other  Maternal  causes  — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

3. 


21.87 

22.87 
Nil 
23 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


The  Registrar  General  supplies  the  following:  — 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1949 


1  yphoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  resp.  system 
Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influenza 
Measles 

Acute  Polio-myel.  and  Polio-enceph 
Acute  Infectious  Fnceph. 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  (Esph.  (m)  uterus  (f) 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetes 

Intracranial  Vascular  Fesions 
Heart  Diseases  ... 

Other  Disorders  of  the  Circ.  System. 

Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Other  Resp.  Dis. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  2  years 
Appendicitis 
Other  D  igv.  D  is. 

Nephritis 

Puer.  and  Post.  Abort.  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  causes 
Premature  Births 
Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant  Dis 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accident  ... 

Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year:  — 

Fegitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male  Female 


2 

1 

1 


2 

2 


2 

4 

9 

9 

29 

11 

4 

2 

3 

2 


2 


1 

2 

5 

14 

23 

4 

4 


5 

I 


1 

2 

1 

4 

3 


1 

2 


82 

69 

Male 

Female 

5  2 


INFANTIFE 

MORTAFITY,  1949 

Disease 

Under  1 — 2 

Total 

2 — 3  3 — 4  under 

1—3 

a— 6  6—9  9—12 

Total 

under 

1  wk.  weeks 

weeks  weeks  1  mth. 

mths. 

mths.  mths.  mths. 

1  year 

Atelectasis 

1  — 

—  —  1 

— 

-  -  - 

1 

Acute  Intussusception 

1 

1 

Haemolytic  disease  of  the  newly-born 

1  — 

—  —  I 

— 

-  -  - 

1 

Prematurity 

3  — 

—  —  3 

— 

-  -  - 

3 

Osteomyelitis 

—  — 

—  — 

4 

—  —  — 

i 

T  otal  ...  ... 

5  — 

—  —  5 

l 

—  —  1 

7 
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The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  mortality  during  the  past  eight  years  :  — 

1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949 

Enteritis  under  2  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  I  2  _  _  2  3  _ 

Infantile  Deaths  under  1  year  ...  18  8  16  16  13  12  13  7 

infantile  Mortality  .  69.23  27.97  54.98  55.56  42.07  37.62  40.6  21.87 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Th  ese  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  the  laboratory  situated  at  Newcastle 
General  Hospital.  The  extent  to  which  the  facilities  have  been  utilised  is  shown  below:  — 


Specimen  sent  in  by 

Specimen 

Pos.  Neff. 

O 

General  Practitioners  . 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  . 

15 

50 

R.H.B.  Chest  Physician  . 

do.  . 

4 

27 

General  Practitioners  . 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria . 

7 

15 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  . 

do.  . 

4 

47 

General  Practitioners  . 

Haem.  Strept . 

0 

2 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  . 

do.  . 

23 

30 

General  Practitioners  . 

Swabs  for  Vincent  s  Angina . 

0 

1 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  . 

do.  . 

0 

1 

General  Practitioners  . 

Enteric  Results . 

0 

6 

Ambulance  Facilities 

Ambulances  are  stationed  as  follows  :  — 

Broomhill  2  (2  drivers) 

Stobswood  1  (1  driver). 

The  western  part  of  the  district  is  served  by  ambulances  stationed  in  Morpeth,  and  the  Lynemouth  and 
Linton  areas  mainly  by  ambulances  stationed  at  As'hington. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

Nurses  are  stationed  as  follows:  Cambo  1;  Meldon  1;  Felton  |i;  Longhorsley  1;  and  Widdrington  1. 

Pegswood,  Longhirst,  Mitford  and  Hepscott  districts  were  served  by  two  General  Nurses  and  three 
Midwives  based  in  Morpeth. 

Clinics 

Child  Welfare  Centres,  operated  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council,  were  held  regularly  at 
Cambo,  Linton,  Lynemouth,  Pegswood,  Felton,  Red  Row  and  Widdrington. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WA  TER 

The  water  supplies  of  the  area  were  described  in  detail  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  1946,  and  the  position  remains  substantially  unchanged. 

Work  in  connection  with  the  scheme,  described  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1948,  for  providing  an 
improved  water  supply  in  the  parishes  of  Ulgham,  Tritlington  and  West  Chevington  was  commenced.  By 
the  end  of  the  year  all  mains  and  pipes  had  been  laid,  but  the  scheme  was  not  yet  in  operation. 

In  January,  1949,  a  public  inquiry  was  held  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  into  a  scheme 
proposed  by  the  Council  for  the  improvement  of  water  supplies  in  the  parishes  of  Cambo,  Deanham,  Wall- 
ington  Demesne  and  part  of  Hartburn  Grange. 
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Evidence  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the  inquiry  was  as  follows  :  — 

The  object  of  the  scheme,  which  is  the  subject  of  this  inquiry,  is  to  provide  an  adequate  supply 
of  water  to  houses  and  farms  in  the  parishes  of  Cambo,  Deanham,  Walhngton  Demesne  and  part  of  Hart- 
burn  Grange. 

The  area  affected  is  at  present  supplied  with  water  from  eleven  different  sources,  consisting  of  various 
springs  and  wells,  of  which  some  are  inadequate  at  all  times,  and  some  dry  up  in  years  of  drought. 

It  is  proposed  to  develop  one  of  the  existing  supplies,  viz.  :  that  of  Cambo  Village,  to  supply  the 
whole  of  this  area.  The  village  obtains  its  water  from  springs  situated  about  500  yards  to  the  nortk.  This 
water  is  of  high  bacteriological  purity  and  satisfactory  chemical  composition  and  is  produced  in  adequate 
quantity. 

Measurement  of  the  output  over  a  prolonged  period  has  shown  that  it  is  always  in  excess  of  30,000 
gallons  per  day. 

At  present  it  supplies  26  houses  in  Cambo  Village,  1  at  Rugley  Walls,  Cambo  School  and  School 
House,  Newbiggin  Farm,  and  5  houses  at  Scots  Gap.  It  is  pumped  by  ram  and  windmill  to  elevated 
storage  tanks,  from  which  it  gravitates  to  the  village  and  other  premises  mentioned,  but  the  supply  is  not 
adequately  maintained  and  in  the  existing  circumstances  is  insufficient  to  provide  the  houses  with  modem 
amenities  or  permit  of  building,  as  is  proposed  at  Scots  Gap. 

The  distribution  pipes  are  very  old  and  bursts  and  leaks  are  frequent,  and  the  storage  tanks  hold 
only  one  day’s  supply,  so  that  the  consumers  are  sometimes  deprived  of  their  supply  altogether.  The 
position  at  Scots  Gap  is  particularly  bad  and  the  pressure  there  is  very  poor. 

There  are  in  the  district  twelve  farms,  none  of  which  is  at  present  a  dairy  farm,  but  most  of  which 
rear  stock.  In  addition,  two  of  the  farms  might,  with  a  sufficient  water  supply,  be  converted  to  dairy  farming. 

At  Broom  House  Farm,  where  there  are  three  houses,  water  has  to  be  carried  200  yards  from  a  well. 

Saugh  House  Farm  and  Flf  Hills  Farm  are  also  dependent  on  wells. 

At  Close  Houses  there  is  a  very  poor  well  supply  for  seven  households. 

At  Scots  Gap  three  houses  and  a  shop  have  a  gravity  supply  from  a  spring  via  storage  tanks.  This 
water  is  also  used  for  engines  and  for  cleaning  the  cattle  mart. 

To  provide  New  Deanham,  Old  Deanham  and  Scarlet  Hall  Farms,  a  spring  supply  is  pumped  by 
windmill  to  storage  tanks  at  New  Deanham  and  gravitates  to  the  farms.  This  supply  is  said  to  be  tainted 
with  iron  salts  and  is  rather  uncertain,  since  the  windmill  is  not  supplemented  in  any  way. 

“The  Portico”  has  an  inadequate  spring  supply  which  dries  up  occasionally. 

West  Grange  (two  houses)  and  Grange  Moor  Farms  (three  houses)  and  five  houses  at  Scots  Gap 
Corner  are  supplied  by  yet  another  spring,  and  the  water  here  is  often  poor  in  quantity,  partly  owing  to 
inadequate  mains. 

Walhngton  Hall  is  supplied  from  a  spring  near  Broom  House.  The  water  is  collected  in  a  storage 
chamber  and  gravitates  to  tanks  in  the  Hall,  from  where  it  is  piped  to  six  cottages  nearby  and  to  five  houses 
at  the  Dovecote. 

At  the  Hall  itself  the  supply  is  adequate  at  present,  and  two  of  the  nearby  cottages  are  quite  well 
served,  but  at  the  other  cottages,  and  more  especially  at  the  Dovecote,  the  pressure  is  poor  and  the  supply 
inadequate.  Bolt  House,  also  on  this  supply,  is  very  poorly  served. 

In  all,  there  are  involved  at  present  82  houses,  with  a  population  of  some  310.  It  is,  however,  the 
intention  of  the  Council  to  build  30  houses  at  Scots  Gap,  and,  in  addition,  water  might  be  supplied  to  Hart- 
ington  Hall  (five  houses)  and  Sawmill  Cottages  (two)  in  Rothbury  Rural  District,  and  to  two  houses  in  Bell¬ 
ingham  Rural  District,  making  a  total  of  121  houses  and  a  probable  total  of  490  persons,  including  an 
additional  90  pupils  in  the  school. 

The  new  scheme  is  designed  in  such  a  way  that  the  system  can,  in  time,  be  linked  up  with  a  projected 
scheme  in  the  Castle  Ward  Rural  District,  where  it  is  hoped  that  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Co. 
will  provide  a  water  supply  in  parts  of  that  area  adjacent  to  the  Morpeth  Rural  District.  For  this  reason,  it 
is  proposed  to  lay  a  four-inch  main  to  New  Deanham. 

When  allowance  is  made  for  the  new  houses  at  Scots  Gap,  increased  consumption  in  the  existing 
houses,  increased  numbers  at  the  school  and  the  possible  development  of  two  dairy  farms,  it  is  estimated  that 
a  supply  of  slightly  less  than  25,000  gallons  per  day  will  be  required.  Storage  will  be  provided  for  two  days* 
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supply  in  a  tank  with  a  capacity  of  50,000  gallons.  The  springs  produce  not  less  than  30,000  gallons  per 
day  and  at  times  more  than  40,000  gallons.  They  are,  therefore,  capable  of  providing  the  necessary  water 
which  will  greatly  increase  the  amenities  available  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  area  and  will  allow 
of  development  in  this  country  district.  There  has  been  much  talk  in  recent  times  of  the  de-population  of 
the  countryside,  but  there  is  an  opportunity  here  to  slow  up  this  process  or  even  to  reverse  it  to  some  extent.” 


After  due  consideration  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  this  scheme  was  approved  in  its  entirety. 

It  is  anticipated  that  work  on  the  scheme  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1950.  The  probable  cost 
is  estimated  to  be  £18,000. 

Approval  of  an  improved  water  supply  in  Longhorsley  Village,  to  be  obtained  from  Tynemouth 
Corporation’s  mains,  was  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  without  a  public  inquiry  being  held. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

In  October  1949  a  publ  ic  inquiry  was  held  at  Longhorsley  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
into  a  proposal  by  the  Morpeth  Rural  District  Council  to  instal  a  new  sewerage  system  in  the  village  of 
Longhorsley. 

Evidence  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  as  follows:  — 


The  object  of  the  proposed  scheme  is  to  provide  an  adequate  and  satisfactory  system  of  drainage  and 
sewerage  for  the  existing  houses  in  this  village,  and  also  to  enable  housing  development  to  take  place. 


Longhorsley  Village  contains  90  houses,  a  school  and  a  cottage  converted  for  use  as  the  school 
canteen.  Of  these  90  houses  all  but  13  are  connected  to  three  septic  tanks,  which  are  the  property  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Morpeth. 


Of  the  13  houses  not  so  connected,  eight  have  their  own  private  septic  tank  or  cesspool,  and  four 
have  no  adequate  drainage  of  any  kind.  The  remaining  house  in  this  group  is  at  present  undergoing  recon¬ 
struction  and,  when  completed,  will  be  connected  to  one  of  the  Council’s  tanks. 


These  tanks  are  situated  as  follows  :  — 

(a)  In  a  field  about  200  yards  west  of  the  main  Morpeth  road  and  about  250  feet  south  of  the  houses  at  the 
west  end  of  the  village.  This  tank  discharges  into  a  ditch  and  eventually  into  the  Paxton  Dene  Burn. 

(b)  In  the  grass  verge  on  the  west  side  of  the  main  south  road  about  550  yards  from  the  centre  of  the  village. 

This  tank  discharges  into  the  ditch,  which  runs  for  another  130  yards  alongside  the  main  road  before 

entering  the  Paxton  Dene  Burn. 

(c)  In  the  grass  verge  on  the  south  side  of  the  East  Linden  Road  about  300  yards  from  the  centre  of  the 

village.  This  tank  discharges  tnto  a  ditch,  which  also  eventually  opens  into  the  burn. 


All  three  ditches  show  evidence  of  pollution  by  the  effluents,  and  at  times  the  burn,  too,  is  seriously 
polluted. 


Tank  “A”  receives  the  diainage  from  17  houses  on  the  south  side  of  the  Todburn  Road.  Of  these 
houses,  seven  have  W.C.s  and  ten  have  earth  or  chemical  closets.  The  capacity  of  Tank  “A”  is  approxi¬ 
mately  450  gallons  and  is  therefore,  according  to  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  of  a 
size  suitable  to  receive  the  drainage  of  six  houses  only. 


Tank  “B”  receives  the  drainage  of  28  housess,  including  two  inns,  of  which  19  are  provided  with 
W.C.s  and  nine  are  not.  Its  capacity  is  about  2,000  gallons,  so  that,  according  with  the  accepted  standard, 
it  could  serve  28  houses.  This  tank  may  therefore  be  considered  to  be  working  to  capacity  at  the  present 
time.  New  houses  are,  however,  likely  to  be  built  to  the  west  of  the  main  road  and  under  existing  arrange¬ 
ments  Tank  “B”  is  the  only  one  to  which  they  could  be  connected,  but  it  is  obviously  quite  inadequate 
for  this  purpose. 
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Tank  “C”  receives  ihe  drainage  from  32  houses,  the  school  and  the  school  canteen.  Of  the  32 
houses,  19  have  W.C.s  and  13  have  not.  There  are  two  W.C.s  at  the  school.  This  tank  is  estimated  to 
have  a  capacity  of  approximately  1,400  gallons,  which,  again  according  to  the  standard,  is  suitable  to  serve 
18  houses. 

There  is,  therefore,  a  total  of  77  houses,  the  school  and  school  canteen,  connected  to  three  septic 
tanks,  having  a  total  capacity  suitable  for  52  houses.  One  of  the  tanks  is  approximately  adequate  and, 
therefore,  the  other  two  are  grossly  inadequate.  Of  the  77  houses,  45  have  W.C.s. 

About  six  houses  are  likely  to  be  converted  to  water-carriage  at  an  early  date. 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  present  sewerage  system  is  already  overloaded,  even  with  the  existing, 
rather  inadequate,  water  supply. 

A  scheme  for  providing  a  water  supply  to  be  obtained  from  the  Tynemouth  Corporation’s  water 
undertaking  has  already  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  when  this  is  available  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  water  will  be  materially  increased. 

It  is  certain,  too,  that  there  will  be  further  conversions  to  the  water-carriage  system  and  an  increased 
demand  for  improved  conveniences,  such  as  baths,  wash-basins,  etc. 

This  will  result  in  a  further  increase  in  the  water  consumption,  and  the  already-overloaded  system  will 
be  totally  inadequate. 

The  septic  tanks  are  old  and  the  existing  drains  are  mainly  of  the  open-jointed  type  which  would 
require  to  be  replaced,  in  any  case,  as  from  time  to  time  they  become  blocked  and  cause  considerable  trouble. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  the  building  of  some  40  new  houses  is  planned,  it  will  be  obvious  that 
a  modern,  efficient  sewerage  system  is  an  urgent  necessity  in  this  vi  llage.’ 

Th  is  scheme  provided  for  the  establishment  of  sewage  disposal  works  and  the  laying  of  six-inch  and 
nine-inch  sewers,  capable  of  dealing  with  an  ultimate  population  of  528,  with  a  water  consumption  allowance 
of  30  gallons  per  head  per  day.  It  was  designed  so  as  to  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  existing  population 
and  all  likely  future  development. 

The  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  given  to  the  scheme  and  it  is  hoped  to  commence  work 
on  it  in  August  1950. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  scavenging  of  the  Parishes  of  West  and  East  Chevington  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 
Employed  are  three  men  with  three  horses  and  specially-constructed  carts. 

There  are  866  houses,  of  which  the  majority  have  privy  middens.  The  estimated  weight  of  refuse 
collected  during  the  year  was  4,300  tons. 

Three  motor  vehicles,  one  Bedford  and  two  Karriers,  ten  cubic  yards  capacity,  are  employed  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  house  refuse  in  the  Parishes  of  Tranwell,  Hepscott,  Pegswood,  Longhirst,  Old  Moor,  Ellington, 
Lynemouth,  Cresswell,  Ulgham,  Widdrington,  East  and  West  Thirston  and  Longhorsley,  the  work  being 
done  by  direct  labour. 

The  number  of  houses  is  3,070  and  the  estimated  weight  of  refuse  collected  was  7,873  tons. 

SHOPS 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary. 

MOVEABLE  DWEEEINGS 

New  Licences  Granted  to  station  moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Renewal  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Pollution  of  the  atmosphere  by  smoke  from  a  pit-heap  at  North  Broomhill  was  detected.  Notice  was 
served  on  the  National  Coal  Board,  who  took  immediate  action  by  spraying  water  on  the  heap. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  are  no  public  or  privately-owned  swimming  baths  within  the  district. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 


Number  of  private  houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year 
Number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year 
Fourteen  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year. 

The  method  employed  for  the  disinfestation  of  houses  is  by  means  of  “  Zaldecide  ” 
sulphur  dioxide. 


Nil 

Nil 


as  a  spray  and 
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RATS  &  MICE  }DESTRUCTIONi  ACT ,  1919 

The  scavenging  tips,  disposal  works,  sewers  and  many  inhabited  areas  have  during  the  year  received 
regular  attention  from  the  Council’s  own  rat-catcher. 

Situation  of  tips:  Broomhill  2;  Widdrington  1;  Longhirst  1;  Pegswood  1;  Lynemouth  1;  Hepscott  1; 
and  Old  Moor  1  . 

SCHOOLS 

There  are  18  schools  and  all  have  sufficient  water  supply,  except  Cambo,  where  the  water  from  time 
to  time  becomes  scarce. 

Thirteen  schools  have  the  water  carriage  system. 

WATER  SAMPLES 

Twenty-four  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 


General  Hospiatl,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle,  for  Bacteriologica 
The  bacteriological  results  are  as  follows  :  — 

1  examination. 

Date. 

/ 

Place  of  collection. 

No.  of  Colonies 

per  ml. 

Coh-Aerogene 
per  100  ml. 

16/  3/49. 

Cambo  Village  (Standpipe) 

37°  C.  22°  C. 

Nil 

16/  3/49. 

Cambo  Village.  Source  of  water  supply 

-  - 

Nil 

16/  3/49. 

19,  Jersey  Square,  Lynemouth.  Tap 

—  — 

Nil 

16/  3/49. 

19,  Dalton  Avenue,  Lynemouth.  ,, 

—  — 

Nil 

19/  4/49. 

Farm  Cottage,  Northgate  ,, 

—  — 

Nil 

19/  4/49. 

Cottage,  West  Thirston  ,, 

—  — 

Nil 

1.1/  5/49. 

Village  Supply,  Longhorsley 

—  — 

Nil 

11/  5/49. 

Gladstone’s  Buildings,  Longhorsley.  Shallow  well 

—  — 

Nil 

16/  5/49. 

Hartburn  School  Tap 

—  — 

Nil 

16/  5/49. 

Northside  Cottages,  Meldon  ,, 

—  — 

Nil 

16/  5/49. 

High  Angerton  ,, 

—  — 

20 

16/  5/49. 

Highlaws,  Angerton.  Spring 

—  — 

Nil 

14/  6/49. 

Throphill.  ,, 

—  — 

Nil 

14/  6/49. 

Cresswell.  ,, 

—  — 

Nil 

13/  9/49. 

Windy  Banks,  Shothaugh,  W.  Thirston.Well  ... 

—  — 

180x 

13/  9/49. 

Farm,  Shothaugh,  W.  Thirston.  Land  Spring 

—  — 

1! 

3/10/49. 

Long  Dyke  Farm,  Longhorsley.  ,, 

—  — 

180x 

18/10/49. 

Keeper’s  House,  Mitford.  Tap 

—  — 

35 

18/10/49. 

Nr.  Keeper’s  House,  Mitford.  Storage  Chamber 

—  — 

13 

1/11/49. 

West  End,  Longhorsley.  Standpipe 

—  — 

50 

h/ 11/49. 

Meldon.  Storage  Tank  at  Source 

—  — 

Nil 

8/11/49. 

Longhorsley.  ,, 

—  — 

7 

8/11/49. 

Village  Supply,  Longhorsley.  Tap 

—  — 

5 

6/12/49. 

Widdrington  Council  Houses.  ,, 

—  — 

Nil 

Drainage  &  Sewerage 

The  following  works  were  undertaken  during  the  years  :  — 
New  Drains 


y  y 

y  * 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 


y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 


New  Drainage  and  Septic  Tank 


y  y  y  y 


New  Drains  connected  to  Council’s  Sewer 


y  y  y  y 


Comrades’  Club,  Red  Row. 
Hadstone  Farm  House. 

House,  Ulgham  Village. 

Needl  ess  Hall  Farm. 

Brough  s  Shop,  Broomhill. 
Warkworth  Terrace,  3  houses. 
Cress  well  Gardens. 

Longhirst  Farm. 

Northside,  Meldon. 

Cafe,  Mitford. 

Hepscott  Hall. 

Earsdon  Moor  Farm. 

Grangemoor  Farm,  Scots  Gap. 
Station  Houses,  Widdrington. 
East  Steads  Farm,  Widdrington. 
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Alterations  &  Improvements 

New  Eaves  Gutters  and  Downspouts  to  houses  ...  ...  Hartside  Tee.,  East  Chevington. 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  Colliery  Houses,  Pegswood. 

Several  private  owners  and  the  National  Coal  Board  have  repaired  houses  after  informal  notice. 

Closet  Accommodation 

Conversions  to  the  water-carriage  system  took  place  as  follows:  — 


Earsdon  Moor  Farm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Widdrington  Station  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Comrades’  Club,  Red  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ulgham  Park  Farm  Cottages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tranwell  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Hadstone  Farm  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ulgham  Village  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

East  Steads  Farm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Needless  Flail  Farm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Th  irston  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Grangemoor  Farm,  Scots  Gap  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Straight  Mile,  Widdrington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fonghirst  Village  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cresswell  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Northside,  Meldon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hepscott  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fonghorsley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Rivergreen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Broomhill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Eshott  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Causey  Park  Cottages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Mitford  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


57 


Mosquito  Nuisance  at  Lynemouth 

Treatment  of  the  River  Fyne  has  been  carried  out  by  the  spraying  of  oil  to  combat  the  mosquito 
nuiasance. 


10. 


Housing 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  YEAR  ENDING  3 1st  DECEMBER  1949 

(Sanitary  Officers’  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935) 


Structural  defects  (Summary  of  Sheet  II) 
Defective  Food-store 

Dampness 


Overcrowding 
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86 
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32 

9 

32 

z 

— 

, 

...  ... 

224 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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26 
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98 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 
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...  ...  ... 

36 

— 
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— 

— 
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— 

— 

•  ••  ...  ... 

10 

— 

— 

— 
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— 
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...  ... 

144 

46 

46 

46 

46 

— 

— 

— 

...  ...  ... 

14 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— - 

Total 

1363 

336 

336 

95 

248 

Drainage 


j  Insufficient 
)  Defective 


Sanitary  |  Insufficient 

Conveniences  )  Defective 
Food  Premises 
Shops  Acts 
Dairies 

Slaughter-  h  o  u  s  e  s 
Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

Offensive  Trades 
Factories  and  Workplaces 
Keeping  of  Animals 
Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Receptacles 
Offensive  Accumulations 
Smoke  Nuisances 
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Sanitary  Conveniences 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED. 


By  Informal 

Action 

By  Statutory 

Notice 

Total 

Privies  and  Privy  Ashpits  abolished 

53 

53 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  repaired 

26 

— 

26 

Pail  Closets  abolished  . 

5 

— 

5 

Water  Closets  provided 

57 

— 

57 

Number  of  above  for  which  grant  was 

given,  P.H.A.,  1936,  S.47 

44 

— 

44 

Sanitary  Bins  provided 

57 

— 

57 

, ,  , ,  renewed 

154 

— 

154 

New  Drains  constructed 

39 

39 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 

1i 

— 

1. 

Additional  Gullies  provided 

10 

— 

10 

Old  Gullies  replaced 

— — 

— 

— 

Scullery  Sinks  provided 

4 

— 

4 

,,  Waste  Pipes  repaired 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  ,,  trapped 

— 

— 

— 

Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed 

— 

— 

— 

£  "a 
js  a 


Sources  closed  or  discontinued 

New  service  provided  : 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ... 

(b)  By  Private  Owner  ... 


Nil  Number  of  houses 

Nil  Number  of  houses 

Nil  Number  of  houses 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  by 


(a)  internal  tap  or 

(b)  standpipe 


...  Nil 

...  Nil 
...  Nil 

2,830  (approx.) 
878  (approx.) 


RIVERS  POLLUTION. 

Cases  Detected 
Remedied 

S.D.  Works  provided 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1947  and  1948 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

Part  I  of  the  Act 


1 .  INSI  ECTIONS  for  purposes  ol  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

,  •  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  f 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises)  ... 

TOTAL  ... 

1 

i 

^  35 

58 

1 

2 

2 

3 

i 

l 

1 

1 

3 

l 

35 

58 

1 

. 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should 
be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  cases  ) 


Particulars 

(1) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

(7) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

!  (8) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Ref* 
To  H.M. 

Inspector 

(5) 

mred 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

6 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

7 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

8 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

1 

(a)  Insufficient 

9 

1 

1 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

1 

1 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ...  ... 

11 

11 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  includ- 

ing  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

12 

12 

TOTAL  ... 

60 

2 

2 

1 

1  60 

SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 

Tabular  Statement  for  Year  1949 


Houses  Completed  During 

the  Year. 

With  State 

Assistance. 

Unaided. 

Total. 

(a) 

By  Local  Authority  ... 

Permanent  ... 

Y  29 

1  - 

1  29 

Temporary  ... 

- 

— 

(b) 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  ... 

Permanent  ... 

_ 

- 

_ 

1  emporary  . . . 

i 

5 

5 

13. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

1 .  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  420 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  ail  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  h30 


RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year 


Catego.y 

1 

Classification 

Number 

1 

Satisfactory  in  all  respects 

40 

2 

Minor  defects 

23 

3 

Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improve- 

in  c  1  •••  •••  •  •  •  •  •  • 

32 

4 

Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  Housing 

(Rural  Workers)  Acts 

60 

5 

Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  reason- 

able  expense 

17 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 

Local  Authority  or  its  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers:  — 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil  .  Nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  .  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil  .  Nil 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  _ 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  closed  but  not  demolished  (H.A.,  1949,  S.3.)  1 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ..  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 


14. 
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4.  Number  of  Houses  permanently  discontinued  as  Dwellings  and  not  included  above  ... 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949  (SEC.  20) 

(a)  Number  of  separate  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  applications  for  grant  have 

been  received  .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  separate  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  applications  for  grant  have 

been  approved  .  ...  .  ...  Nil 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY 


Number  of  cowkeepers  (registered)  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Approximate  number  of  cows  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,950 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  bacteriological  reports  on  samples  of  milk,  set  out  in  various 
categories :  — 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 


Producers  inside  the  Rural  District  (taken  by  “  Inside  ”  Officials) 
Producers  outside  the  Rural  District  (taken  by  “  Inside  ”  Officials) 
Producers  inside  the  Rural  District  (taken  by  “  Outside  ”  Officials) 


20 

10 

54 


FARMS  INSIDE  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  (Samples  by  “  Inside  ”  Officials) 

Tuberculin  Tested — -1  1  Samples. 

5  saiisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

6  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Accredited — 2  Samples. 

2  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Ungraded — 7  Samples. 

4  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

2  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

1  sample  was  examined  for  B.  Tuberculosis  and  proved  negative. 


FARMS  INSIDE  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  (Samples  by  “  Outside  ”  Officials) 

Tuberculin  Tested — 34  Samples. 

21  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

9  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

2  satisfied  the  Coliform  Test. 

Four  samples  were  examined  for  B.  Tuberculosis  and  one  was  found  to  be  positive.  Subsequent  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  herd  failed  to  confirm  the  presence  of  Tuberculosis  and  it  is  thought  that  some  confusion  of 
samples  had  occurred. 

Accredited — 5  Samples. 

2  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

3  samples  examined  for  B,  Tuberculosis  and  all  proved  positive. 

Two  cows  were  slaughtered  under  the  1  uberculosis  Order,  1938,  and  one  was  removed  to  the 
knackery.  In  all  cases  the  milk  was  subsequently  certified  Non-Tuberculosis. 

Undesignated — 15  Samples. 

9  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

3  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

3  samples  examined  for  B.  Tuberculosis  and  all  proved  negative. 

15. 


FARMS  OUTSIDE  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  {Samples  by  “  Inside  ”  Officials) 

Tuberculin  Tested — 3  Samples. 

2  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  1  est. 

1  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Pasteurised — 3  Samples. 

3  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Undesignated — 4  Samples. 

2  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

1  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

1  sample  was  examined  for  B.  Tuberculosis  and  proved  negative. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  following  foods  were  surrendered  in  the  Morpeth  Rural  District  to  the  Council  s  Meat  Inspector 

Beef  (Home-killed) 

Beef  (Imported) 

Mutton  (Home-killed) 

Mutton  (Imported) 

Bacon 
Butter 
Offal 
Ham 
Sugar 

Skimmed  Milk 

Evaporated  Milk  (Various  sizes) 

Veal  Loaf 
Lunch  Tongue 
Pork  Brawn 
Corned  Beef 
Luncheon  Meat 
Chopped  Pork 
Meat  Paste 
Meat  Roll 
Minced  Beef  Loaf 
Sausage  ... 

Cooking  Pat 
Tomato  Soup 
Tomato  Ketchup 
"Tomatoes 
Mustard  . 

Carrots 
Potatoes 
Beans 
Peas 

Beetroot  . 

Cod  Liver  and  Roe  Paste 
Dried  Egg 
Currants 
Scotch  Oats 
Pork  Pies 
Peaches 
Dried  Peaches 
Dried  Apricots 
Dried  Prunes 
Pears 
Plums 
Plums 


,  ,  ,  .  .  • 

405  V  stones 

44  l/2  stones 

9  stones 

8  stones 

1 8  pounds 
27/4  pounds 

363  stones 
62  lbs.  . 

1.18  lbs.  . 

3  tins 

55/s  pts.  . 
36  tins 

6  tins 

4C  lbs. 

1  tin 

2  lbs.  . 

52  tins 

96 y2  lbs.  . 

8T4  lbs. 

2  tins 

4^4  lbs. 

3  tins 

4/4  lbs. 

3  jars 

1  0  V  ozs . 

1  tin 

3  lbs. 

4  tins 

3  lbs.  . 

1  tin 

%  lb.  . 

10  lbs.  . 

1  tin 

2  bottles 

%  lbs.  . 
24  tins 

(Small  Tins) 

137  tins 

7  tins 

2  tins 

1%  lbs.  . 

20  tins 

18%  lbs.  . 

8  tins 

jy2  lbs.  . 

1  tin 

i  ib.  . 

1  tin 

(5  Small  Tins) 

1  %  lbs. 

1  lb.  . 

2  lbs. 

257 

1  tin 

30  lbs. 

30  lbs.  . 

MV-2  lbs.  . 

1  tin 

1  %  lbs.  . 
4  tins 

1  bottle 

16. 


Grapefruit 

Jam 

Apple  Puree 
Plum  Pudding 
Sauce 

Grape  Juice 

G1  ucose,  Lime  and  Honey 
Sieved  Apple 
Weetabix  . 

Crawfish 
Pickles  ... 

Onions 

Peas  Pudding 
M  ayonaise 
Peach  Conserve  ... 

Mixed  Vegetables 
Dates 


1 

tin 

1  Zq  lbs.  . 

2 

tins 

1 

jar 

%  'bs. 

1 

lb.  . 

1 

jar 

1 

tin 

I 

bottle 

1 

tin 

(Small  packets) 

2 

2 

tins 

h 

lb.  . 

3 

jars 

3^  lbs. 

7 

jars 

4V  lbs. 

3 

lbs. 

1 

jar 

13 

ozs. 

1 

tin 

1  L 

2  lbs. 

1 

tin 

1 

packet 

y. 

2  lb.  . 

SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease 
Board,  either  at  Ashington  or  in  Newcastle. 


is  now  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

31 

12 

- — 

Diphtheria 

11 

I 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Measles 

79 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

— 

— 

TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Disease 

'TH 

S3  s"‘ 

£ 

CM 

i 

tH 

cO 

03 

k* 

I 

co 

CO 

o 

T-H 

s 

cO 

10  -  15 

15-20 

20  -  35 

cO 

i 

o 

CO 

to 

CO 

■ 

CO 

kjM 

Over  65 
Years 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

3 

1 

3 

13 

8 

2 

— 

— - 

— 

■ — 

31 

Diphtheria  .  ... 

• — 

■ — 

— 

— 

- — • 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

— . 

1 

Erysipelas  .  ... 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Measles  . 

6 

15 

12 

9 

10 

25 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

79 

Whooping  Cough 

■ — 

2 

• — 

1 

-  1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

- — 

— 

3 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE 

This  term  includes  deaths  from  the  following  seven  diseases  only  :  Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  two  years. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  Nil. 

ENTERIC  FEVER 

For  the  third  successive  year  no  case  of  Typhoid  or  Paratyhpoid  Fever  was  notified. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

This  disease  again  became  rather  prevalent  in  the  last  quarter  of  1949,  and  in  all,  31  cases  were  noti¬ 
fied  as  compared  with  27  in  1948.  Fortunately,  the  illness  continued  to  be  mild  in  character,  and  no  deaths 
occurred.  Twelve  patients  were  removed  to  hospital. 


17. 


MEASLES 

This  disease  remained  rather  prevalent  in  1949  and  79  cases  were  notified.  No  deaths  occurred. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

After  the  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  in  1948,  this  disease  declined  and  caused  only  three  cases  in 
1948.  No  deaths  occurred. 

DIPHTHERIA 

1  his  disease  declined  in  incidence  for  the  third  successive  year  and  only  one  case  was  notified.  This 
case  occurred  is  an  adult  who  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  an  institution,  in  another  area,  in  which  several 
cases  occurred.  It  is  assumed  that  a  carrier  among  the  inmates  of  this  institution  was  the  source  of  infection. 
This  constitutes  a  new  low  record  for  Diphtheria. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Visits  were  paid  to  all  schools  in  the  Rural  District. 

Altogether,  the  primary  course  of  treatment  was  given  at  the  schools,  at  Welfare  Centres  and  by  private 
doctors  to  203  pre-school  children  and  270  school  children.  In  addition  421  children  received  re-inforcing 
injections. 

At  31st  December,  1949,  the  immunisation  state  of  the  child  population  was  estimated  to  be  as 
follows : 

Pre-school  children  immunised  ...  ...  ...  975  ...  ...  63.5  per  cent 

School  children  immunised  ...  ...  ...  2,458  ...  ...  97.6  per  cent 

Total  children  immunised  ...  ...  ...  3,433  ...  ...  84.7  per  cent 

In  connection  with  Diphtheria  Immunisation  the  following  figures  of  original  notifications  and  deaths 
in  the  country  as  a  whole,  for  the  years  1940-49  are  of  interest,  in  that  they  show  the  remarkable  decline  in 
Diphtheria  during  this  period. 


YEAR 

CASES 

Original  Notifications 

DEATHS 

1940 

46,281 

2,480 

1941 

50,797 

2,641 

1942 

41,404 

1,827 

1943 

34,662 

1,371 

1944 

29,949 

934 

1945 

25,246 

722 

1946 

18,283 

472 

1947 

10,469 

245 

1948 

8,019 

1.55 

f  1949 

4,971 

f  Provisional  Figures 

85 

TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1949 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Resp 

Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

1  — 

5  years 

... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

5  — 

1  5  years 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

15  — 

25  years 

3 

5 

- 

1i 

2 

25  — 

35  years 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

•*  — 

35  — 

45  years 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

45  — 

55  years 

... 

- 

- 

- 

2 

**  ms 

35  — 

65  years 

... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Over 

65  years 

... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

6 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Death  Rate 

per  1 ,000 

of  the  population- 

-0.22 

18. 


CANCER  MORTALITY  DURING  1994 


Stomach 

Pancreas 

Bladder 

Prostate 

Tongue 

Rectum 

Liver  ... 

Colon  .. 

Uterus 

Thyroid 

(Esophagus 

Ankle 

Lung . 

Ovaries 

Lymphatic  System 


50- 


Males 

55 —  60—  65- 


1 


3 


Total 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 


15 


35—  45- 


Lemales 
.  55 —  60—  65- 

1  1 


3  3 


Total 

2 

2 


8 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  —  .79 


ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  —  1049 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  Case-rates  for  Certain 
Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1949.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Quartely  Returns. 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 
Borough  and 
Great  Towns 
(including 
London) 

148  Smaller  Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25,000 — 50,000 
at  1931  Census) 

London 

Administrative 

County 

Births 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

Live  births 

16.7(a) 

18.7 

18.0 

18.5 

Still  births 

0.39(a) 

0.47 

0.40 

0.37 

Deaths 

All  causes 

11.7(a) 

12.5 

11.6 

12.2 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  cough 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.45 

0.52 

0.42 

0.52 

Influenza 

0.15 

0.15 

0.14 

0.11 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  &  polioencephalitis 

O.Oh 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.51 

0.56 

0.49 

0.59 

Notifications  ( Conected ) 

Typhoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebrospinal  fever  ... 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

1.63 

1.72 

1.83 

1 .46 

Whooping  cough 

2.39 

2.44 

2.39 

1.70 

Diphtheria 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.07 

Erysipelas 

0.19 

0.20 

0.19 

0.17 

Smalipcx 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

8.95 

8.91 

9.18 

8.54 

Pneumonia 

0.80 

0.91- 

0.65 

0.55 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0.13 

0.13 

0.12 

0.18 

Acute  polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

Food  poisoning 

0.14 

0.16 

0.14 

0.19 

Deaths 

Rates  per  1,00  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age 

32(b) 

37 

30 

29 

Enteritis  &  diarrhoea  under  2  yrs  of  age 

3.0 

3.8 

2.4 

1.7 

Notifications  ( Corrected ) 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still) 

Births 

Puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia  ... 

6.31 

8.14 

5.30 

6.82 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


International  List  No. 
and  cause 

140.  Abortion  with  sepsis 

141.  Abortion  without  sepsis 
147.  Puerperal  infections 

142-146,  148-150.  Other  maternal  causes  ... 

(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population. 


Rates  per  1,00  Total 
( Live  and  Still)  Births 


Rates  per  million  women 
aged  15 — 44 


0.1 1- 
0.05 
0.11 
0.71 

( b )  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 


8 

4 
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